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OZCAR-RI : a network of highly instrumented long-term sites



OZCAR-RI: a network of 21 observatories

• OZCAR has the aim to give a better visibility to the French long-
term observatories that have been funded by different National 
Research Organizations.
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Covering large gradients



Positioning on a national, European 
and international scale
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Towards French LTSER platforms

• eLTER platforms as an opportunity to foster synergies between disciplines 
(geosciences, biodiversity sciences, social sciences) & National RI

• More than dots on a map !
– Transdisciplinary research & observation long-term project
– Strong link with stakeholders and societal issues (place-based research)
– A bottom-up process building on existing facilities/research success stories
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Perspectives of evolution (in eLTER) 

• Strengthening of the links with the RZA network 
and ecology via the TERRA FORMA project with 
sensor tests, 3 demonstration sites and then the 
deployment of the concept on a set of sites

• Co-construction of eLTER-France with the RZA
– Definition of standard observations of ecosystems, the 

critical zone and socio-ecological systems
– Definition of LTSER platforms combining observatories 

from the OZCAR and RZA IRs (and other IRs such as ICOS 
or AnaEE)

– Definition of the hierarchy of sites according to eLTER
(master/focal/regular/satellite/ and platforms

– Definition of the services provided by eLTER (opening on 
the scientific community and on the socio-economic 
world)
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